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Today’s Goals

Why should | blog with WOW? — Stacy Sanders

O Putting this year‘s theme in perspective
= Obama’s Fiscal Commission

= Keep the promise of Social Security
How can | blog with WOW? — Alisha Howell & Kelly Stellrecht
O Write a blog — tell your story, share your opinion or both!
O Facebook — tell your friends and become WOW'’s friend
O Twitter — tweet about it (#budgetmatters) and follow WOW

O YouTube — film about it and share

Questions, Thoughts, Feedback?



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wider-Opportunities-for-Women/43876098855?ref=sgm
http://twitter.com/WOWonlineWOW
http://www.youtube.com/user/WOWOnlineWOW

America’s Budget Matters (So Does Yours)

National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform was
created by President Obama to identify "...policies to improve
the fiscal situation in the medium term and to achieve fiscal
sustainability over the long run”.

The Commission’s second full meeting takes place on blog day:
Wednesday, May 26.

Blogging is an opportunity to make our voices heard — to tell
decision makers, the media and other key audiences what

matters when it comes to being fiscally responsible.




America’s Budget Matters (So Does Yours)

As far as the Commission goes...

All things on the table, including Social Security.
On blog day, WOW will spread two simple messages:

Keep the promise of Social Security. Americans of all ages rely
on Social Security benefits. They cannot withstand, and do not

support, benefits cuts.

Social Security is not responsible for the deficit. Period.




Blog about Budget Matters

Write a blog!
Read WOW'’s tips for authoring a blog

Don’t have your own blog? That’s okay!

O Send your blog post to Alisha at ahowell@wowonline.org

O Set up your own blog on www.blogger.com/start

Write a comment!

Check the up-to-date blog roll at www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters

Then, select one and comment on it



http://www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters/documents/BudgetMatters_HowtoAuthoraBlog.pdf
mailto:ahowell@wowonline.org
http://www.blogger.com/start
http://www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters

Blog about Budget Matters

But, the thing is, | don’t know what to write about...

If you have a story or an opinion, then you’ve got a great blog!

Answer one of these questions:
What can President Obama and Congress do to help Americans

be economically secure while balancing the nation’s budget?

What do President Obama and Congress need to know about

your budget — or that of those you represent?




Blog about Budget Matters

What can President Obama and Congress do to help Americans
be economically secure while balancing the nation’s budget?

O Don’t cut Social Security benefits!
O Protect Medicare, Medicaid and other services
O Examine how decisions will affect vulnerable Americans

What do President Obama and Congress need to know about
your budget — or that of those you represent?

O My health care costs are too high
O | worry about my student loans
O I don’t know how my grandparents will afford long-term care




In Your (Face)Book

What’s on your mind Facebookers? Budget matters!

Join the WOW Facebook group

Post your blog on the discussion page

Comment on what you see on the Facebook page
facebook

Change your Facebook status update:

O “Blogging about budget matters with WOW”

O Add a link to your blog

o Add a link to www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters



http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
http://www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters
http://www.tcd.ie/disability/projects/DS3/images/facebook.jpg

Tweet for Change

Tweet your blog! Tweet WOW blogs!
Include links to your blog
Include a link to

www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters

Use the hashtag -- #budgetmatters

Retweet (RT) WOW tweets

o Follow WOWOnlineWOW



http://www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters
http://www.theyoungestcandidate.com/main/Portals/0/twitter_logo.png
http://www.theyoungestcandidate.com/main/Portals/0/twitter_logo.png
http://www.theyoungestcandidate.com/main/Portals/0/twitter_logo.png

Use YouTube !

Become an instant budget matters movie star.

e
Visit the WOW YouTube page: -

www.youtube.com/user/wowonlinewow HOLLYWOOD
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Create a video to post on your blog!

Send your video to Alisha at ahowell@wowonline.org

Comment on WOW'’s You Tube videos featuring personal stories



http://www.youtube.com/user/wowonlinewow
mailto:ahowell@wowonline.org

Wrapping Up: What We Learned

Reasons why blogging is COOL:
It’s fun!
It’s easy.
It’s free.

People will read what you write.

Reasons why blogging is IMPORTANT:

People will read what you write.

People need to hear what you have to say.

And the same goes for Twitter, Facebook and YouTube!




Wrapping Up: What We Learned

Need more information?
Visit: www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters

Email: Alisha Howell at ahowell@wowonline.org

SO DOES;OURS
Many thanks to our event co-sponsors: B QFEGRTINTES FOR oM

Alliance for Retired Americans, AFSCME Retirees, American Association of Homes and Services for
the Aged (AAHSA), Community Action Partnership, Elder Law of Michigan, Health & Medicine Policy
Research Group, Massachusetts Association of Older Americans, National Committee to

Preserve Social Security and Medicare, National Caucus and the Center on Black Aged, National
Council on Aging - National Center for Benefits Outreach and Enroliment, New Jersey Foundation
for Aging, New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services Department, Older Women's League (OWL),
PathwaysPA, Pension Rights Center, Social Security Works, Women's Institute for

a Secure Retirement (WISER)



http://www.wowonline.org/budgetmatters
mailto:ahowell@wowonline.org

