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THE WISCONSIN ELDER ECONOMIC SECURITY INITIATIVE™ PROGRAM
ENDORSEMENTS FOR THE WISCONSIN ELDER ECONOMIC SECURITY STANDARD INDEX

The Wisconsin Elder Economic Security Initiative™ Program
(the Initiative) offers concrete tools to shape public policies
and programs to promote the economic well-being of seniors.
The Initiative uses the Elder Economic Security Standard™
Index (the Index) to expose the economic vulnerability of older
adults.

The Elder Economic Security Standard Index

The Index measures the income that Wisconsin’s seniors need
to maintain independence and meet basic living expenses. It
varies based on household size, geographic area, housing
arrangements and heath status. The Index uses an income
measure that reflects the actual expenses for basic needs of
older adults, in contrast to the outdated and outmoded federal
poverty level, which is a measure of abject poverty and income
inadequacy.

The Wisconsin Initiative is a partnership between state and
national organizations. The Gerontology Institute at the
University of Massachusetts Boston and Wider Opportunities
for Women (WOW) developed the Index. The Wisconsin
Women’s Network, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups, AARP
Wisconsin and dozens of other organizations are collaborating
on the Initiative in Wisconsin.

Add your organization today! For your organization to be
listed as an endorser of the Elder Economic Security Standard
Index by supporting the following statement, please contact
Betsy Abramson, Wisconsin Elder Economic Security Initiative
Coordinator, Wisconsin Women’s Network at:

abramson@mailbag.com or 608-332-7867

THE ELDER ECONOMIC SECURITY STANDARD "™MINDEX IS A
PROMISING NEW TOOL TO MEASURE THE ECONOMIC NEEDS
OF OLDER ADULTS IN WISCONSIN. WE SUPPORT POLICIES
THAT ENSURE ALL ELDERS AND THEIR FAMILIES CAN LIVE
WITH DIGNITY AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING.

ENDORSERS of the Wisconsin Index*

AARP Wisconsin

AgeAdvantAge

Al zhei mer’ s Associ ati

Black Women 50+ Health & Lifestyles Magazine

Care Wisconsin

Citizen Action of Wisconsin

Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups

Community Health Partnership

Dane County Area Agency on Aging

Disability Rights Wisconsin

Milwaukee County Department on Aging

National Association of Social Workers —
Wisconsin Chapter

Ol der Wo me aMilsvaukee a g u e

SAGE/Milwaukee

University of Wisconsin School of Nursing

Wisconsin Alliance for Retired Americans

Wisconsin Association of Aging Unit Directors

Wisconsin Association of Area Agencies on

Aging
Wisconsin Association of Benefit Specialists
Wisconsin Council on Children and Families
Wisconsin Council of Churches
Wisconsin Personal Services Association
Wisconsin Retired Educators Association
YWCA —Madison

* As of July 2,2008
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