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Wider Opportunities for Women

www.WOWonline.org

 WOW is a national advocacy 
organization celebrating over 40 
years of helping women and their 
families achieve economic 
independence and equality of 
opportunity.

 WOW’s intergenerational vision 
and mission of economic 
independence for women and their 
families is met through the work of 
its national and local programs.

http://www.wowonline.org/
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Elder Economic Security Standard™ 

Index for a Single Elder, US Average 2006

Elder Person

Monthly Expenses Owner w/o 

Mortgage

Renter, One 

bedroom

Private Transportation

Housing $349 $655

Food $206 $206

Transportation $276 $276

Health Care (Good Health) $220 $220

Miscellaneous $210 $271

Index Per Month $1,261 $1,628

Index Per Year $15,134 $19,541  

Source: National WOW –UMB GI Elder Economic Security Standard Index, 2006.
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Source: The WOW-GI National Elder Economic Security Standard: A Methodology to 
Determine Economic Security for Elders. 2006.  
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Source: Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, 2006 ASES. Figures inflated to 2007. 
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Source: Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, 2006 ASES. Figures inflated to 2007. 
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The Impact of Supports on Monthly Costs and Elder 

Economic Security, Single Elder Renter in 

Alameda County, CA, 2007

Food   

Stamps

Food 

Stamps,     

Prescription

Drug 

Subsidy (LIS)

Food 

Stamps,        

LIS, 

Medi-Cal

Food              

Stamps, 

LIS, 

Medi-Cal, 

LIHEAP

Food              

Stamps, 

LIS, 

Medi-Cal, 

Housing 

Assist.

Elder 

Standard 

Index 

Housing $1,055 $1,055 $1,055 $1,055 $1,034 $306

Food $302 $219 $219 $219 $219 $219

Transportation $202 $202 $202 $202 $202 $202

Health Care $293 $293 $241 $0 $0 $0

Miscellaneous $244 $244 $244 $244 $244 $244

Total Expenses 

(monthly)
$2,096 $2,014 $1,962 $1,721 $1,700 $972

Average Social 

Security Income 

(monthly)

$1,054

Income Adequacy 50% 52% 54% 61% 62% 108%
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Income 
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31%

Housing Assistance Is Critical to the 
Economic Security of Elder Renters

Income and Supports as a Percentage of the Elder Economic Security 

Standard Index for a Single Elder Renter Living on Average Annual Social 

Security in Alameda County, CA, 2007
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Get Involved!

 Apply to be a lead state organization!

 Visit the WOW Website:
www.WOWonline.org

 Visit and comment on the EESI blog:

http://wow-eesi.blogspot.com/

 For more information, please contact 

Ramsey Alwin, Director of the National 
Elder Economic Security Initiative™

 Email: ralwin@wowonline.org

 Phone: (202) 464-1596 x107

http://www.wowonline.org/
http://wow-eesi.blogspot.com/
http://wow-eesi.blogspot.com/
http://wow-eesi.blogspot.com/
mailto:ralwin@wowonline.org

