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UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE DISTRICT

The DC Department of Employment Services (DOES), as of December 2009, reports the seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate in the District of Columbia as 11.9 percent  (compared to a national rate of 10 percent, and a Metropolitan Area rate of 6.2 percent).

	
	Ward 1
	Ward 2
	Ward 3
	Ward 4
	Ward 5
	Ward 6
	Ward 7
	Ward 8

	Dec 2008 
	7.6
	4.4
	2.3
	7.2
	11.9
	8.7
	15.1
	22.5

	Dec  2009 
	10.3
	6.0
	3.2
	9.8
	15.8
	11.8
	19.9
	28.7


JOBS IN THE DISTRICT
As of November 2009, there were 712,800 jobs in the District – 471,300 in the private sector, and 241,500 in the public sector. Of these, approximately 2/3 were held by people living outside the District.

Following is a list of Wages & Projected Openings in the District by Career Cluster for the period 2006-2016, as projected by DOES:

	
	Average Annual Total Openings
	Average Annual Wage
	New Jobs

	Business Mgmt & Admin
	6,375
	$60,260
	4,624

	Hospitality & Tourism
	2,689
	$34,847
	1,899

	Law, Public Safety & Security
	2,316
	$63,245
	1,603

	Information Technology
	1,776
	$76,809
	928

	Marketing, Sales & Service
	1,575
	$52,904
	1,223


INCOME IN THE DISTRICT
According to the 2008 American Community Survey conducted by the US Census Bureau, median household income in the District is $57,936 (2008 inflation adjusted dollars), as compared to a national median income of $52,029. However, household income distribution varies, as the following table illustrates.
	Household Income
	DC
	US

	Less than $10,000
	11.1
	7.2

	$10,000-$24,999
	11.9
	16.1

	$25,000-$49,000
	20.9
	25.6

	$50,000-$99,999
	26.9
	31.2

	$100,000-$199,999
	19.0
	16.7

	$200,000 or more
	10.1
	4.3


POVERTY IN THE DISTRICT
Per the 2008 American Community Survey, 13.2 percent of District residents live below the federal poverty line, compared to 17.2 percent of US residents.
SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN THE DISTRICT
The Self-Sufficiency Standard calculates how much money working adults need to meet their basic needs without subsidies of any kind. Unlike the federal poverty standard, the Self-Sufficiency Standard accounts for the costs of living and working as they vary by family size and composition and by geographic location. (Contact Wider Opportunities for Women at info@wowonline.org or (202) 464-1596 for more information.)
	Adult
	Adult + Infant
	Adult + Infant + Preschooler
	Adult + Preschooler + School-Age
	Adult + Preschooler +
Teenage

	$22,995
	$41,621
	$58,621
	$51,627
	$46,692


EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT
According to the US Census American Community Survey of 2008, approximately 14.8 percent of District adults have no high school diploma or GED, compared to 15.1 percent of US adults. At the same time, 48.3 percent of DC residents are college graduates, as compared to 28.7 percent of US residents.
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT VS. EDUCATION REQUREMENTS
IN THE DISTRICT
According to information published by DOES, in January 2010, 77.5 percent of jobs posted online in the District call for at least a bachelor’s degree. At the same time, 27.8 percent of applicants who posted resumes online report at least a bachelor’s degree; 50 percent report only a high school diploma or equivalent.

LITERACY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

In January 2009, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) provided estimates, generated by a statistical model, of the percentages of adults in the lowest literacy level on the prose scale for all states and counties in the nation. Approximately 19 percent of District adults function at the “Below Basic” Prose Literacy Level, as compared to 14 percent of adults nationwide. Adults at the Below Basic level range from being nonliterate in English to having no more than the most simple and concrete literacy skills. The example cited by NCES is “searching a short, simple text to find out what a patient is allowed to drink before a medical test.”
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