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Update on the National Initiative 
 

Before the new President took the oath of office, Wider Opportunities for Women 

(WOW) geared up by preparing briefing papers for the President-elect and his 

Transition Team on issues related to the lifelong economic security of women and their 

families. Our policy recommendations included executive orders and other 

administrative actions the White House could take to shore up the lifelong economic 

security of women and elders. Among our recommendations was a call to convene an 

Interagency Task Force on Economic Security composed of representatives of all 

relevant departments and agencies, including but not limited to Labor, Treasury, Health 

and Human Services, Housing and Agriculture, and the Social Security Administration. 

The charge of the Task Force would be to define an economic security benchmark for 

the income required by families of different ages and sizes to meet the cost of basic 

necessities in the marketplace and to implement coordinated federal policies and 

programs with economic security as a unifying goal.  

 

To our delight, in mid-December WOW was asked by the head of outreach for the 

Presidential Transition Team to organize a briefing on women, work and family issues 

for individuals expected to hold high level positions in the Obama-Biden 

Administration.   

 

Just days after the WOW briefing, which included mention of the Interagency Task 

Force on Economic Security, the President-elect announced the formation of a White 

House Task Force on Middle-Class Working Families to be led by Vice President-elect 

Biden. Conceptually the Task Force was very similar to our recommendations with 

policy objectives including: 

 

 Expanding education and lifelong training opportunities  

 Improving work and family balance  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/strongmiddleclass/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/strongmiddleclass/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/strongmiddleclass/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the website! 
Visit: 

www.wowonline.org 
 

 

 

 Restoring labor standards, including workplace safety  

 Helping to protect middle-class and working-family incomes  

 Protecting retirement security 

 

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÓË &ÏÒÃÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ Á ȬÙÁÒÄÓÔÉÃËȭȟ ÔÏ measure how far families 

fall under federal policies and programs. WOW was invited to the first convening of the 

Task Force in the Vice President's Ceremonial Office of the Eisenhower Executive Office 

Building on February 5, 2009. The meeting focused on the first Task Force field hearing 

in Philadelphia, PA on February 27thȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÊÏÂÓ. The 

second field hearing will focus on retirement security and elder care. Stay tuned for 

details! 
 

WHAT and WHY it Matters 

WHAT are the major components of the economic downturn? 

 
The current economic downturn is speculated to be a result of several factors including: 

subprime mortgages, high oil prices, and the diminishing value of the U.S. dollar.  

These economic realities led to the development of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. In the coming months, WOW will make additional tools and 
resources available to help our state partners and coalition members understand how 
the stimulus funding can be used to jumpstart the economy and create pathways to 
economic security for vulnerable individuals and families in your state. 
 
Sources: Money Week, Ȱ4ÈÒÅÅ 2ÅÁÓÏÎÓ 7ÈÙ ÔÈÅ 53 &ÁÃÅÓ 2ÅÃÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ςππψȱ and Coalition on Human Needs Meeting, 
January 9, 2009. 

 
WHAT are the major components of the economic recovery package? 
 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 2009: The economic recovery package is 
a new law designed to boost the economy by creating economic pathways for 
individuals, through job creation and tax credits. The $787 billion package focuses the 
majority of its funding toward direct payments to individuals ($575 billion) and the 
remainder on job creation through state and local spending and various infrastructure 
developments. The act was signed into law by President Obama yesterday afternoon.   
 

WHY does the economic downturn matter for elders? 
 
The economic downturn has greatly affected ÅÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÃÕÒÅȢ 
Many baby boomers and elders lost their retirement savings or were forced to postpone 
retirement and continue working to make ends meet. According to the Urban Institute, 
the unemployment rate for those 64+ reached a 31-year high of 5.1% in January.  
 
&ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ %ÌÄÅÒ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄΆ )ÎÄÅØÅÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ 
Massachusetts, California, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota show that 
elders relying solely on Social Security cannot make ends meet. Without access to work, 
many such elders are forced to make difficult sacrifices among basic needs, such as 
prescription medications and nutritious meals, in order to make ends meet. In addition, 
those elders who perhaps were economically secure because of retirement investments 
lost some, and in some cases all of those finances, in the volatile stock market.  

 
 

http://www.wowonline.org/
http://www.moneyweek.com/news-and-charts/economics/three-reasons-why-the-us-faces-recession-in-2008.aspx
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/MAEESI2006.pdf
http://www.insightcced.org/index.php/insight-communities/california-elder-economic-security-initiative/elder-standard-county
http://www.wowonline.org/pdf/WOW_PA_Index_FINAL.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/FINALILINDEXReport.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/WI/FINALIndexReport.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/FinalElderIndexReportforMN.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the blog! 
Visit:  

www.wow-eesi.blogspot.com 
 
 

 
Fundraising Spotlight: 

WHY does the economic recovery package matter for elders? 
 
The economic recovery package is aimed to help everyone, but specific provisions are 
aimed to help seniors during these tough times, including: 

 
Data You Can Use 

 
Source: Senior Unemployment Rate Hits 31-Year High, Urban Institute, Jan. 30, 2009 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\ssanders\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\BN2F3LDT\www.wow-eesi.blogspot.com
http://urban.org/UploadedPDF/901210_senior_unemployment_rates.pdf


 
Our work would not be possible 
without generous support from 
funders in our partner states and 
communities.  
 

Helen Bader Foundation 
(Wisconsin) 

 

Louise H. Landau 
Foundation (Illinois) 

 

United Way of Southeast 
Pennsylvania 

 
The Boston Foundation 

(Massachusetts) 

 

California Community 
Foundation 

 

California Wellness 
Foundation 

 

The California 
Endowment 

 

The HEALTH Trust 
(California) 

 
United Way of the Bay 

Area (California) 
 
 
Many thanks to the state and local 
foundations supporting our efforts! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Policy Center 
 

The economic downturn is quite sobering. Although the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment  Act (ARRA) provides program funding and policy change that advocates, 
think tanks, state and local elected officials, consumers and direct service providers at 
the national, state and local level advocated for over the past two decades there is room 
ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ 7/7 ÌÅÄ Á ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÌÌÉÅÄ 
organizations, including Center for Community Change and the Center for Law and 
Social Policy (CLASP), to ensure the ARRA will not only jumpstart our economy, but also 
create pathways to economic security for  women and low-income workers. 
Together these national groups drafted an amendment which would set targets for the 
hiring and training of various low-income groups, including those seeking 
nontraditional employment in construction. We engaged state coalitions across the 
country in getting support for this amendment in the Senate bill.  After all, if 
women get better jobs in their prime years they will be more likely to be economically 
secure in their older years. The final version of ARRA did not include our targeted  
hiring amendment, but the Department of Transportation infrastructure program 
designated $20 million for training  women and minorities for surface transportation 
and technology jobs. We are committed to helping our state partners and coalition 
members advocate for provisions of this kind in regulatory and legislative language at 
the state level. 
 
Although the focus and heavy lifting has been directed to the halls of Congress, we must 
not forget that the real economic recovery and reinvestment will occur at the state and 
local level. Now that President Obama has signed this critical piece of legislation into 
law, it will be essential to arm state and local stakeholders with the tools they need to 
ensure implementation yields economic security for individuals and families.  If 
coordinated using a framework of overarching economic security, the potpourri of 
programs and policies in the ARRA have the potential to not only jumpstart our 
economy, but also put many on a pathway to lifelong economic security. 
 

State Spotlight 

CONGRATS to Minnesota! 
 
WOW is delighted to announce the launch of the Minnesota Elder Economic Security 

Initiative (MinnEESI) and the Minnesota Elder Economic Security Standard Index (the 

Elder Index).  On February 10, 2009 ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÎÅÓÏÔÁ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÓÏÒÔÉÕÍ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ a press 

conference at the state Capitol in St. Paul followed by a statewide videoconference 

briefing of stakeholders, advocates and other interested participants. Over 200 people 

from across the state tuned-in to learn about MinnEESI and consider options for 

incorporating the Elder Index into policy and programs in Minnesota. In addition, 

participants were on hand from the Administration on Aging regional offices located in 

Chicago! The press conference and briefing featured many engaging speakers from 

WOW, GI-5-!33 ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÎÅÓÏÔÁ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÓÏÒÔÉÕÍ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Minnesota State 

Assembly Member Paul Thissen, Minnesota Senator Julie Rosen and Cathey Weidmann, 

Director of Senior Programs at Anoka County Community Action Program.  

 

 Click HERE to view the final Minnesota Elder Index report 

 Click HERE to view the final policy brief, Elders Living on the Edge: When 

Meeting Basic Needs Exceeds Available Income in Minnesota 

 Click HERE to check out other materials from the launch event 

http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/FinalElderIndexReportforMN.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/MNPolicyBrief_FINAL.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/minnesota.asp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Elder Economic 
Security Team! 
 

Ramsey Alwin  
Director 
ralwin@wowonline.org 

 

Shawn McMahon 
Senior Researcher 
smcmahon@wowonline.org 

 
Stacy Sanders 
Field Manager 
ssanders@wowonline.org 
 

Alisha Howell 
Program Assistant 
ahowell@wowonline.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Following the press event, Bonnie Watkins, Executive Director of the Minnesota 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÓÏÒÔÉÕÍ ÁÎÄ *ÏÁÎ +ÕÒÉÁÎÓËÙȟ Executive Director of WOW, were both 

featured on the Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) Midday Show for an hour-long segment 

on MinnEESI and the findings of the Minnesota Elder Index.  Click HERE to listen.  To 

date, 28 media outlets, including newspapers, television and radio, have spotlighted the 

launch event! Check  it out at: http://equalityquilt.typepad.com/ 
 

**Many thanks to all who helped organize successful launch events in Minnesota!** 
 

 
Questions from the Field and Answers 
 

Q:  Despite a tumultuous journey, ARRA passed through Congress and has been signed 
into law by the President with provisions to help low-income seniors and families. What 
can state and local advocates do to assure the federal stimulus funding helps to promote 
economic security across the generations? 
 

A:  States, localities and local providers will play a significant role in determining how 
the federal stimulus dollars are used, particularly with respect to job training and 
creation related to the infrastructure funding. All of these groups can play a role in 
assuring that the stimulus infrastructure funding is spent with long term objectives in 
mind. For instance, states can work to assure that funding is targeted to provide for job 
training that will help vulnerable groups, such as women, displaced homemakers, 
single-headed householders, youth, older workers and others, find sustainable 
employment that pays a sustainable wage. States can explore how to 
achieve such results through legislative and regulatory mechanisms.    
  
Tools like the Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard (FESS) and the Elder 
%ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ Ά )ÎÄÅØ can be used as benchmarks to assure wages and 
benefits will provide workers the means to be economically secure in the present and in 
retirement. Furthermore, these tools can promote responsible, data-informed decision-
making about what specific programs and policies, both those funded by the 
federal stimulus dollars or otherwise, are most impactful in moving women, their 
families, and elders toward economic security.   

 
Upcoming Events 

The 2009 NCOA-ASA Aging in America Conference 
March 15-19, 2009  
Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

The Elder Economic Security Initiative will be there! 

 

Conference Workshop Schedule 
 

× The State of SSI for Aging Communities 
March 15, 2009 at 1:00 pm ɀ 2:30 pm 

 

× A National Campaign for Elder Economic Security 
March 17, 2009 at 8:00 am ɀ 9:30 am 
 

× Ensuring Economic Security for Women as They Age 
March 17, 2009 at 1:00 pm ɀ 2:00 pm  

 

mailto:ralwin@wowonline.org
mailto:smcmahon@wowonline.org
mailto:ssanders@wowonline.org
mailto:ahowell@wowonline.org
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/02/10/midday1/
http://equalityquilt.typepad.com/
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/fess/sss.asp
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/eess.asp
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/eess.asp
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/eess.asp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

× Seniors in Poverty: An In-depth Look at Local, State and National 
Perspectives 
March 18, 2009 at 8:00 am ɀ 9:30 am 
Plenary session featuring Ramsey Alwin, Director of Economic Security Programs at WOW, 
and Kate White, Executive Director of Elder Law of Michigan, Inc! 

 
Come help contribute to our outreach efforts! We hope to see you there! 
 
Click HERE to visit the NCOA-ASA Aging in America Conference website. 

 
Resources and Tools 

The Elder Economic Security Standard Index (the Elder Index) 
 
4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÒÉÓÉÓ to have an accurate measure 

of what it takes for elders to make ends meet in their communities. The Federal Poverty 

Level, amounting to $10,830 for a single elder or $15,000 for an elder couple in 2008, 

measures deprivation as opposed to economic security. As such, it does not provide a 

realistic account of who truly struggles to get by.   

 

The Elder Economic Security Standard Index measures what elders need to age in place 

within their communities by taking into account the cost of  health, food, transportation, 

housing, basic necessities and, when needed, home and community-based long term 

care. Elder Indexes are currently available  in six states: Massachusetts, California, 

Illinois, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Minnesota. Elder Indexes will soon be available in 

Connecticut, New Jersey and Michigan. So, stay tuned! 

 
Additional Resources  

These additional resources and tools are aimed to help state administrators, advocates, 
service providers, caregivers, and policymakers.  We hope you will utilize these 
resources and share them with others to advocate for elder economic security.  
 
For State Administrators: 

V Federal Grants Key to Recovery for States in Recession (Economic Policy 

Institute) 

V Economic Recovery Packages: State-by-State Estimates of Key Provisions 

Affecting Low- and Moderate-Income Individuals (Center on Budget & Policy 

Priorities) 

 

For Elder Advocates and Service Providers: 

V The Impact of the Financial Crisis on Older Americans (AARP) 

V Benefits Check Up: Service to Help Seniors Find Assistance (NCOA) 

V Senior Unemployment Rate Hits 31-Year High (Urban Institute) 

V Can the Bottom Third Work Longer? (Center for Retirement Research at Boston 

College) 

 

For Caregivers:  

V Together We Care: Helping Caregivers Find Support (National Council on Aging) 

V Are Baby boomers Saving Enough for Retirement? (Urban Institute) 

V Valuing the Invaluable: The Economic Value of Family Caregiving (AARP)  

 

http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/gen_info2.cfm
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/eess.asp
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/MAEESI2006.pdf
http://www.insightcced.org/index.php/insight-communities/california-elder-economic-security-initiative/elder-standard-county
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/FINALILINDEXReport.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/WI/FINALIndexReport.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/pdf/WOW_PA_Index_FINAL.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/ourprograms/eesi/state-resources/documents/FinalElderIndexReportforMN.pdf
http://www.epi.org/economic_snapshots/entry/snapshots_20090121/
http://www.cbpp.org/1-22-09bud.htm
http://www.cbpp.org/1-22-09bud.htm
http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/econ/i19_crisis.pdf
http://www.benefitscheckup.org/
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/901210_senior_unemployment_rates.pdf
http://crr.bc.edu/images/stories/Briefs/ib_9-1.pdf
https://ncoa.org/Downloads/caregiver.pdf.pdf
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411794_baby_boomers_saving.pdf
http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/il/i13_caregiving.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
1001 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 930 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Phone: 
(202) 464-1596 
 
Fax: 
(202) 464-1660 
 
E-mail: 
ralwin@wowonline.org 
 
 
 

For Policymakers: 

V Pension Protection Act of 2006 Policy Paper (Urban Institute) 

V Report: Federal Taxes and the Elderly (Urban Institute) 

V Are There Opportunities to Increase Social Security Progressivity Despite 

Underfunding? (Urban Institute) 

 

Skill Development:  Looking at Legislative Advocacy 
 

         ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
to break a tie on the budget. Our advocacy made a differenceΦέ ς Maureen Shea 

 
Traditional legislative advocacy and raising policy maker awareness are an important 

part of promoting economic security for elders and their families. Here are a few tips on 

how to be a successful advocate in the most traditional sense!   

 

× Call your legislator 

o Prepare your message 

o Introduce yourself 

o Deliver your message 

o Specify what you want to see happen 

o Leave your name and address 

 

× Write your legislator 

o Keep it short (1-2 pages) 

o Include a personal story 

o Cite the bill or policy name/number (if applicable) 

o Proofread! 

o Have a friend read it over 

 

× Visit your legislator 

o Bring something to leave behind 

o Prepare a 2 minute statement 

o Dress for success 

o Follow-up with a thank-you note 

 
 

  

mailto:ralwin@wowonline.org
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411831_disappearingbenefit.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/1001246_federaltaxes.pdf
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/1001231_social_security.pdf
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/1001231_social_security.pdf

