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Today’s Goals

·Older Americans Act (OAA) and Reauthorization Overview

·Lessons and precedents: Family Economic Self-Sufficiency

·Opportunities for elder economic security in OAA

·We want to hear from you! Feedback and brainstorm



·In 2011, Congress will take up Reauthorization

¹ At earliest, March 2011

¹ Also on the agenda: TANF, WIA, NCLB 

·Feedback? Why now? 

¹ Administration on Aging (AoA) listening sessions

¹/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ά.ƛƎ LŘŜŀǎέ ŀǘ b/h!

Building ground-up support for economic security!

2011: OAA and Reauthorization

http://www.agingexchange.org/ideaHome


·Title I:  Declaration of Objectives

·Title II: Establishment of the AoA

·Title III: Grants for State and Community Programs

¹Supportive services

¹Nutrition services

¹ Family caregiver support services

¹Disease prevention and health promotion

¹ Target 60+ population with greatest economic and social need

2011: OAA and Reauthorization



·Title IV: Training, Research and Demonstration Projects

¹Expand knowledge and test innovation

·Title V: Senior Community Service Employment Program

¹ SCSEP administered by Department of Labor

·Title VI: Grants for Services for Native Americans

·Title VII: Protections for Vulnerable Elders

¹ Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program

¹Elder Abuse Prevention Programs

2011: OAA and Reauthorization



·Workforce - Colorado partners successfully got the Eastern 

Region Workforce Board in Fort Morgan, Colorado to officially use 

the Self-Sufficiency Standard to determine eligibility for intensive 

and training services.

·Benefits and Supports –Colorado partners used the Self-

Sufficiency Standard to determine the impact of affordable 

housing on family stability and upward mobility. 

The Colorado Division of Housing publishes results in statewide 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜέΦ

Lessons and Precedents: Self-Sufficiency



·Language in Federal Legislation: Self-sufficiency defined in adult 

education language under the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 

Education Improvement Act (S. 250)

·Direct service and Programming: The Self-Sufficiency Standard is 

being used in developing budget worksheets and calculators for 

use by individuals and their case workers to:

¹!ǎǎŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-sufficiency

¹Develop short and long term career plans

¹Understand their eligibility for work supports

Lessons and Precedents: Self-Sufficiency

http://www.wowonline.org/pdf/dynamic-WITN-123.pdf
http://www.wowonline.org/pdf/dynamic-WITN-123.pdf


OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security

ÅMethodology developed in 

partnership with the 

Gerontology Institute at 

the University of 

Massachusetts-Boston and 

a national advisory board of 

experts.

The Elder Index (65+)

A new measure to illustrate the 
amount of income required to 

meet basic needs without 
public, private or informal 

assistance.



OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security

ÅAging of the population will strain 

current support mechanisms. 

ÅMore realistic tools are needed to 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

well-being.

ÅOutdated Federal Poverty Level (FPL) 

measures deprivation as opposed to 

economic security.



OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security



OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security

Social Security payments 

alone fail to  provide economic 

security. Furthermore, even those 

with retirement incomes that include 

individual retirement accounts, 

private savings and pensions may fall

short of economic security.  
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OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security

This reality is even more pressing for 

women and, more so, for people of 

color.  Social Security is the only 

source of income for… 

·1 in 4 older women

·1 in 3 older Hispanics

·1 in 3 older African Americans



·Benefits and Supports - Massachusetts, Michigan and New 

Jersey are using the economic security frame and the Elder Index 

to educate seniors about the availability of income supports and 

community-based services.

·Direct service and Programming: In California select Area 

Agencies on Aging (AAA) and other community-based services 

providers are using the Elder Index to:

¹!ǎǎŜǎǎ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ

¹Evaluate services, including nutrition and housing

¹Build the case for funds

OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security



·Language in Federal Legislation: Self-sufficiency referenced as 

goal for job training opportunities under the Health Care and 

Training for Older Workers Act (S. 281)

·Platform for State Legislation: California Elder Economic Dignity 

Act (AB 2114) mandates use of the Elder Index to:

¹ Formalize Elder Index as a strategic planning tool for the 

California Dept. on Aging and the Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs)

¹ Improve care management assessments at AAAs

OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:S.281:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:S.281:
http://www.insightcced.org/uploads/AB 324 and AJR 6 Fact Sheet (June 2009).pdf
http://www.insightcced.org/uploads/AB 324 and AJR 6 Fact Sheet (June 2009).pdf
http://www.insightcced.org/uploads/AB 324 and AJR 6 Fact Sheet (June 2009).pdf
http://www.insightcced.org/uploads/AB 324 and AJR 6 Fact Sheet (June 2009).pdf


KEY OPPORTUNITIES:

× Goal Setting

× Planning

× Evaluation

× Programming

OAA Opportunities for Elder Economic Security



OAA Opportunities: Goal Setting

·Establish economic security as a primary goal of OAA

VVOTE for this BIG idea!

·Must define the concept

·Must develop plan to work towards the concept

QUESTIONS:

·How would adding economic security strengthen OAA? 

·What are some potential pitfalls or pushback?

http://www.agingexchange.org/ideaView?id=08750000000Cr5c&returnUrl=%2Fapex%2FideaList%3Fc%3D09a500000000Blz%26category%3DEnhancing%2BEconomic%2BSecurity%26sort%3Dpopular


OAA Opportunities: Planning

·Measure need using the Elder Index

VVOTE for this BIG idea!

·Multi-purpose: broaden planning, determine best uses of 

funding, target services, make the case for more funding, 

achieve goal of collecting and disseminating information

QUESTIONS:

·How might this impact/improve OAA programs and services?

·What are some potential pitfalls or pushback?

http://www.agingexchange.org/ideaList?c=09a500000000Blz&category=Enhancing+Economic+Security&sort=popular


OAA Opportunities: Evaluation

·Evaluate program outcomes using the Elder Index

VVOTE for this BIG idea!

·Measure effectiveness: (1) targeting by economic and 

social need and (2) broad array of programs, including 

housing, health care, nutrition, workforce training, etc.

QUESTIONS:

·How might this impact/improve OAA programs and services?

·What are some potential pitfalls or pushback?

http://www.agingexchange.org/ideaList?c=09a500000000Blz&category=Enhancing+Economic+Security&sort=popular


OAA Opportunities: Programming

·Use the Elder Index in OAA programs

VVOTE for this BIG idea!

·Where does the Elder Index fit in? !ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

benchmarking progress in an array of programs, such as 

nutrition and SCSEP.

QUESTIONS:

·How might this impact/improve OAA programs and services? 

·What are some potential pitfalls or pushback?

http://www.agingexchange.org/ideaList?c=09a500000000Blz&category=Enhancing+Economic+Security&sort=recent


OAA Opportunities: Other Big Ideas?

·Support economic security demonstration projects

¹Benefits outreach and enrollment

¹Long-term care planning

·Commission an annual report on older Americans living 

above/below the Elder Index 

QUESTIONS:

·How else might we introduce economic security into OAA?

·What other innovative ideas or concepts should we support?



OAA Opportunities: Other Big Ideas?

MORE QUESTIONS:

·There are a number of places to include the Elder Index for the 

purposes of evaluation and monitoring. Which would be the 

most effective? Do we need to pick a few targets or a diverse set 

of options?

·Many of the services in OAA begin at 55 or 50. The Elder Index 

begins at 64. How do we reconcile this with recommending 

language? What are the talking points?


