SENDER NAME AND ADDRESS
The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California





State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA. 95814 
FAX: 916.558.3160

Re: SUPPORT for AB 324 (Beall)
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

I respectfully urge you to sign AB 324 (Beall) into law. AB 324 would require the use of the California Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index (Elder Index) by the Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and the California Department of Aging (CDA) in their four-year area plans. Bill sponsors have worked closely with your office, AAAs, CDA, and the Department of Finance to amend the bill accordingly.
AB 324 would provide local planners and legislators with a critical planning tool. Currently, legislators struggle to create effective policies to promote economic security and eradicate poverty because they do not have an accurate picture of what it really takes to make ends meet in today’s economy. Policymakers typically measure poverty using the Federal Poverty Guidelines (commonly known as the FPL), which is a 1963 measure based solely on the cost of a bare-bones food diet. As a result of its shortcomings, the FPL leaves policymakers with unreliable data and poor planning tools.  

Local planners and legislators need accurate, up-to-date data and planning tools to inform their programs and policymaking. The Elder Index is a new tool that accurately quantifies the annual cost of meeting basic needs for retired adults age 65 and over in each California county.  Institutionalizing its use by the AAAs and CDA would ensure planning uniformity and consistency in reporting demographic information in their area plans. Following conversations with your office, the cost for updating the Elder Index will be completely covered by private funding. 

AB 324 has garnered bipartisan support and the support of over a hundred leading agencies and organizations serving our aging population, including the California Association of Area Agencies on Aging (C4A), American Association of Retired Americans (AARP), and California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA).  
AB 324 is an important step in planning for our state’s seniors in a period of great fiscal challenges.  By signing AB 324, you would be setting the foundation to plan efficiently and appropriately for California seniors.

Sincerely,
SENDER SIGNATURE
Cc: 

Jennifer Kent, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Frances Chacon, Legislative Staffer, Assembly member Jim Beall

