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INSIGHT. California’s Struggling Seniors: it
S Overlooked & Underserved

The California Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index (Elder Index) measures how much income is needed
for a retired adult age 65 and older to adequately meet his or her basic needs — without public or private
assistance. It is based on the costs elders face on a daily basis — housing, food, out-of-pocket medical
expenses, transportation, and other necessary spending — and provides a complete picture of what it takes for
elders to make ends meet. In 2007, 864,000 of California’s seniors fell below the Elder Index." Visit the
Insight Center for Community Economic Development’s website for detailed county-by-county data:
www.insightcced.org.

Inaccurate Measure Leaves Thousands in the Gap
Many public programs use the Federal Poverty Line (FPL),
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47% of California elders have incomes that are below

this amount. At 8%, the FPL overlooked the other 39%
of elders whose incomes were too high to qualify for public support, but not high enough to afford
their basic needs. This discrepancy highlights how relying on the FPL makes it difficult for policymakers
and others to accurately identify economically insecure older adults and target programs appropriately.

Renters, Latinos & Women Are Among Most Vulnerable
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! The Elder Standard Index for California was developed as part of the National Elder Economic Security Initiative program at Wider Opportunities

for Women (WOW), and tabulated for the Insight Center for Community Economic Development by the Center for Health Policy Research at UCLA. Itis
based on the national methodology developed by WOW and the Institute of Gerontology at the University of Massachusetts, Boston. For more
information visit www.insightcced.org.
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How the Elder Index is Used

Led by the Insight Center for Community Economic Development, the California Elder Economic Security
Initiative (Cal-EESI) uses the Elder Index to help ensure that older Californians can age with dignity and
economic well-being. Many people already use the Elder Index to improve programs and policies for older
Californians.

= Service providers use the Elder Index to help them accurately evaluate the

needs of seniors and seek additional funding to increase their capacity. “| can share stories about
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change and to fight budget cuts. blue in the face and have little

* Policymakers use the Elder Index to more accurately measure which impact. The !E'dlef '“dtex gives

programs and policies are most effective in helping elders reach economic Jomonetrate o foutdations
security. California legislators, for example, used the Elder Index to analyze | policymakers, donors, and '
the Supplemental Security Income program in 2008 and advocate against public agencies the impact of
cuts to the program. their dollars” Paul Downey,
= Public Agency leaders use the Elder Index to plan programs and allocate | pigg o Coers orsan

resources for seniors and aging baby boomers in their local communities.

= Adults of any age use the Elder Index to make informed decisions about
when and where they retire, how much they need to save, and whether they will need to continue working
even after they formally “retire.”

For more information on Cal-EESI or the Elder Index go to www.insightcced.org or contact
Susie Smith by phone 510.251.2600 x108 or email at ssmith@insightcced.org.
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