





Laura Henze Russell, Ellen A. Bruce and Judith Conahan,         
Gerontology Institute, John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy Studies, 

University of Massachusetts Boston, and Wider Opportunities for Women

Thanks to: Retirement Research Foundation, The Boston Foundation, 
Charles H. Farnsworth Trust



 
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Massachusetts’ High Cost of Living

 


 


 
 

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WOW-GI Elder Economic Security 
Standard: Basic Assumptions

 
 
 
 
  
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Federal and State Cost Data:
comparable, area specific, accepted

 


 
 

 

 
 

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Elder Standard for a Single Elder 
Worcester County, 2006

$ 19,469 $ 15,811Elder Standard Per Year

$   1,622 $   1,318 Elder Standard Per Month

$      270 $      220 Miscellaneous @ 20%

$      291$      291 Health Care (Good Health)

$      156 $      156 Transportation

$      206 $      206 Food

$      699 $      445 Housing

Fair Market 
Rent 1BR

Owner w/o 
Mortgage

Monthly Expenses

Elder Person
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Elder Standard vs. Other Benchmarks: 
1-Person Households, Worcester 2006
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Elder Standard vs. Other Benchmarks: 
2-Person Households, Worcester 2006
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The Impact of Long-Term Care

 



 

 

 


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Summary of Findings

 






 


 

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Summary of Findings (continued)

 


  


 

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