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ñThe test of our progress is not whether we add 
more to the abundance of those who have 
much; it is whether we provide enough for those 
who have too little.ò

Franklin Roosevelt's second inaugural speech, January 20, 1937

ñWithout an accurate measure of poverty and 

economic insecurity in America, we will not be 

able to fully tackle the effects of these problems 

on our children and families.ò

President-Elect Barack Obama, July 18, 2008
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Joint Informational Hearing: 

Assembly Human Services &  Assembly Aging and Long 
Term Care Committees

State Capitol, California

February 24, 2009

Presentation organized by Susan E. Smith
Director of California Elder Economic Security InitiativeÊ, 

Insight Center for Community Economic Development (www.insightcced.org);  
ssmith@insightcced.org; (510) 251-2600 x108

Overlooked & Underserved: 
New Data Gives Face To Nearly 
One Million Struggling Seniors

http://www.insightcced.org/
mailto:ssmith@insightcced.org


Assembly Human Services & Aging and Long Term Care Cmmittee Heaing 2/24/09 Page No. 3

Introduction

ÅInsight Center for Community Economic 

Development is a national non-profit research, 

consulting and legal organization 

ÅOrigin: 1969 War on Poverty program 

ÅEvolution: 1990s Economic Security focus, 

Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Project 

(CFES)

ÅMeasure: Tool presenting today
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ÅñI work hard, save, pay 

taxes, the system will   

take care of me in my   

older yearsò

ÅNot true é. anymore!

Myth of the ñGolden Yearsò
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ÅStatewide, data-driven coalition to raise 
awareness and shape policy to help the 
elderly make ends meet

ÅBottom-Up & Top-Down
üPart of a national movement, with WOW &  

other states 
üGuided by state/regional steering committees   

What is the California 

Elder Economic Security Initiative?
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What Are the Long Term Goals?

ÅClose the gap between eldersô 

income and their basic expenses

ÅChange the dialogue from poverty 

to economic security

ÅTransform how senior service 

organizations, decision-makers, & 

funders measure and respond to 

economic needs of seniors
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What Is Our Strategy?

1.  Research

Å Develop state/county specific 

measure of meeting basic needs: 

CA Elder Economic Security StandardÊ

Index

Å Calculate number of elders below Elder Index

Å Quantify the cost of home & community-based 

long term care
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What Is Our Strategy?

2.  Advocacy

Å Build state, local and national coalitions

Å Develop state, local and national programs 

and policy agendas to close the gap

3.  Education

Å Policymakers, advocates, 

service providers, foundations, seniors, media
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A Growing National Movement

Å California:  Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development

Å Massachusetts: MA Association of Older Americans, Inc

Å Pennsylvania: Pathways PA

Å Wisconsin: Wisconsin Womenôs Network

Å Michigan: Elder Law of Michigan, Inc.

Å Minnesota: Minnesota Womenôs Consortium

Å Connecticut: Permanent Commission on the Status of 
Women

Å New Jersey: New Jersey Foundation on Aging

Å 11 more lead state orgs over the next 4 years, with County-
level Elder Indices tabulated in all states!

Å National database 



Elder Economic Security 

StandardÊ Index:

How Much & How Many?

Testimony at the Joint Informational Hearing of the Assembly Human 
Services Committee and the Aging & Long Term Care Committee, 

Sacramento, February 24, 2009

Steven P. Wallace, Ph.D

D. Imelda Padilla, MPH

UCLA Center for Health Policy Research

UCLAôs work supported by: UCOP-California Program on Access to Care, Los Angeles County 

Area Agency on Aging, Aging & Independent Services of San Diego, and the Insight Center 

for Community Economic Development


