ORGANIZATION LETTERHEAD
DATE
The Honorable Christine Kehoe, Chair

Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol, Room 5050

Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX: (916) 327-2188

RE: SUPPORT for Senate Bill 1084 (California Economic Security Task Force)

Dear Chair Kehoe:

On behalf of ORGANIZATION NAME, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 1084, which would create a two-year, bipartisan Task Force that would be responsible for creating a unified plan for reducing poverty and increasing economic security among Californians. The Task Force would include members of the Legislature, Secretaries and Directors of state agencies, the business community, members of the public, and representatives of key stakeholder groups that help Californians move toward economic security. The bill was recently amended to clarify that no state General Funds will be required for the Task Force or its operations. Rather, the Task Force will seek funding, technical assistance, and other resources from philanthropic and private donors.

3-5 SENTENCES DESCRIBING YOUR ORGANIZATION AND WHY YOU SUPPORT SB 1084
The combined effects of the recession, high unemployment, and the state budget crisis have resulted in our state’s poverty level growing to 12.8 % in recent years. California has a particularly high number of working families living in poverty: 89% of poor families have at least one household member who is employed. HOW HAS POVERTY AFFECTED YOUR COMMUNITY? Give concrete examples, for instance: We’ve seen a 40% increase in the number of children applying for Healthy Families in our county.
Poverty threatens the state’s economic health by reducing our tax base, decreasing the educated workforce, and increasing costs for health care, criminal justice, and social services programs. The diverse membership of the California Economic Security Task Force would work together to identify what we are currently doing to reduce poverty and increase economic security, as well as develop a comprehensive, unified strategy for increasing economic security among Californians.

Now, more than ever, we need to be smart about how we tackle poverty and increase economic security for California’s families. By working together and using our limited resources wisely, we can continue to be a state of prosperity, growth, and opportunity.

Sincerely,

NAME
TITLE
ORGANIZATION NAME
cc: Juan Salazar, Senator Carol Liu – FAX: (916) 324-7543
