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New York StateWide Senior Action Council’s  
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"Independent Living & Community Empowerment" 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New York Statewide Senior Action Council, Wider Opportunities for Women, and the University 
of Massachusetts will unveil the preliminary findings of the Elder Economic Security Initiative, 
which reveals the true cost of living for seniors in each county of New York State. 

In an effort to arrive at solutions to the increasing cost of living for New York State senior 
citizens this year’s 37th Annual Convention will convene the top state leaders in policy and 
legislation in order to formulate an agenda that will take into consideration New York State’s 
budget deficit and the increasing need of senior services, entitlements & benefits. 

Dates: October 13, 14, & 15 2009 

Place: Best Western Sovereign, 1228 Western Ave., Albany NY 

 

outbind://31/www.nysenior.org


Help us provide a unified and articulate voice on behalf of NY’s elders, and 
promote the general well-being and dignity of all senior citizens! 

StateWide is a not-for-profit, grassroots organization focused on political change, working for 
the rights and security of all New York’s elders. 

***Schedule*** 

Tuesday, October 13 

11:00am Flag Salute followed by a Board Meeting and Working Lunch (Board Members & Staff 
Only)  

2:00pm StateWide President, Carlton Doane, and Executive Director, Justin Cunningham, 
Opening Address to the Membership 

2:30pm John Glaser, National Committee to Preserve Social Security & Medicare 

3:30pm Break 

4:00pm Stephen Roop, President, Beacon Hill Village Project 

5:00pm Martani de Rooy, National Grid Consumer Advocate 

6:00pm Dinner 

7:00pm Invocation & Awards  

7:30pm Legislative Actions & Issues Discussion 

Wednesday, October 14 

9:00am Flag Salute, followed by Mike Burgess, Director, NYS Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) & 
Greg Olsen, the Deputy Director for the Division of Policy, Management and Public Information 
for NYSOFA 

10:00am Address by Executive Director, Justin Cunningham 

10:30am Break 

11:00am Cathryn Bern-Smith, Policy Director to Senator Ruben Diaz 

12:00pm Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz will speak during Lunch 



1:00pm Stacy Sanders, WOW/Elder Index Initiative & Jan Mutchler, Professor of Gerontology at 
University of Massachusetts/Elder Index Initiative  

3:30pm Calisthenics with Rochelle Mangual 

4:00pm Roger Sanjek, "Age & Activism, 1970-2040: Looking Back, Looking Forward" 

5:00pm Maurice Padula, The NYS Attorney General’s Office 

6:00pm Dinner 

7:00pm Legislative Actions & Issues Vote 

Thursday, October 15 

9:00am Flag Salute, followed by Diane Cameron, Community Caregivers  

10:00am HIICAP Update with Glenna Roach and Laina Mason 

10:30am Break 

11:00am "Next Steps" with Justin Cunningham & Maria Alvarez 

12:00pm Lunch and Goodbye’s  

***Speaker Bios*** 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊΥ 

Cathryn Bern-Smith is the Policy Director for State Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr., Chairperson of the Senate 
Committee on Aging.  In this role, she advises Senator Diaz on policy issues pertaining to the elderly, 
makes recommendations for legislation, develops committee agendas and plans public hearings.  
Previously she served as Principal Legislative Analyst for Health, Aging and Mental Health for the Senate 
Democrats. She will present an overview of activities of the Aging Committee during the 2009 Legislative 
Session. 

Mike Burgess, the Director from the New York State Office for the Aging, will address the membership 
and talk about "Senior Rights and Civic Engagement for New York’s Elders". Boasting a long history in 
service to seniors, Mike has been involved in elder advocacy for decades. Prior to leading NYSOFA he 
headed the Alliance for Retired Americans, and also served two terms as the Executive Director of 
StateWide.  

Diane Cameron is the Executive Director of Community Caregivers, a nonprofit agency that provides 
direct services to families and individuals in Albany County, New York. This unique organization engages 
volunteers of all ages to help seniors and others to remain at home and to live with independence and 
dignity. Diane will talk about how community-based services can help seniors remain active and 



independent. With over 30 years of experience, her areas of professional work include: Strategic 
planning, program resource development, grantsmanship and training. 

Martani de Rooy is a National Grid Consumer Advocate. Martani will be discussing the Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP) for the upcoming winter season, what advocates across the state do to assist 
consumers, and energy efficiency in our homes. National Grid is an international energy delivery 
company and in the U.S., delivers electricity to approximately 3.3 million customers in Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New York and Rhode Island. 

Assemblyman Jeffery Dinowitz, representing the 81st District in the Bronx, is also the Chair of the NYS 
Assembly’s Committee on Aging and will address the membership regarding his work in the State 
Legislature.  

John Glaser, the Grassroots Manager from the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and 
Medicare, will be discussing the future of Social Security and Medicare. The Mission of NCPSSM is to 
protect, preserve, promote, and ensure the financial security, health, and the well being of current and 
future generations of maturing Americans. 

Jan Mutchler is a Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston and currently Chair 
and Graduate Program Director of the Gerontology Department. Her presentation will provide a preview 
of the 2009 Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index (Elder Index) results for New York. Her research 
focuses on demographic issues in aging populations, racial and ethnic diversity in later life, 
intergenerational families, and income security. Her presentation will provide a preview of the 2009 
Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index (Elder Index) results for New York. 

Greg Olsen is currently the Deputy Director for the Division of Policy, Management and Public 
Information for NYSOFA. His general responsibilities include legislative and policy issues for the agency, 
overseeing the public information bureau including the state’s helpline, overseeing the implementation 
of the NY Connects initiative, and the policy and research bureau. Prior to coming to NYSOFA, Greg was 
the Chief of Staff and legislative and policy director for Assemblyman Englebright. Earlier in his career, 
Greg had spent over 10 years running non-profit senior organizations dedicated to advocacy and 
expansion of community-based services. 

Maurice Padula is from the Attorney General’s Office, and he will be discussing Consumer Fraud and 
how it affects seniors in NYS. The Attorney General's Office is charged with the statutory and common 
law powers to protect consumers and investors, charitable donors, the public health and environment, 
civil rights, and the rights of wage-earners and businesses across the State. 

Stephen Roop, President of Beacon Hill Village, will discuss how to create an "Aging in community" 
Village in your neighborhood with local and national examples. Beacon Hill Village is a membership 
organization in the heart of Boston and was created by a group of long-time Beacon Hill residents as an 
alternative to moving from their houses to retirement or assisted living communities. Beacon Hill Village 
enables a growing and diverse group of residents to stay in their neighborhoods as they age, by 
organizing and delivering programs and services that allow them to lead safe, healthy productive lives in 
their own homes. 



Stacy Sanders is the Assistant Director for the National Elder Economic Security Initiative™ (Initiative), a 
program of Wider Opportunities for Women (WOW). The Initiative combines research, organizing and 
advocacy at the national, state and community levels to promote the economic security of elders and 
their families. Stacy provides technical assistance and expertise to the Initiative’s state partners in 
developing, implementing and sustaining the Initiative’s efforts. Her presentation will provide an 
overview of the Initiative and how it is effecting policy and program change nationwide. 

Roger Sanjek will present, "Age and Activism, 1970-2040: Looking Back, Looking Forward". Drawing on 
his new book Gray Panthers (2009), Roger Sanjek will reflect on struggles waged by elderly activists from 
the 1970s to today. He will also highlight issues facing future activists as our age 65+ population doubles 
during the next 30 years. Roger Sanjek retired this year from Queens College CUNY, and is a member of 
StateWide’s New York City chapter. 

 


