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¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Dƻŀƭǎ

·What is the Elder Economic Security Initiative?

·²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘϰ LƴŘŜȄΚ

·What are the Michigan Elder Index findings?

·What are the successesand strategiesto date?

·How can you use the Elder Index for the benefit of 

Northeastern Michigan elders?



Wider Opportunities for Women

www.WOWonline.org

·WOW is a national advocacy organization 

celebrating over 40 years of helping women 

and their families achieve economic 

independence and equality of opportunity.

·²h²Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

mission of economic independence for 

women and their families is met through the 

work of its national and local programs.

http://www.wowonline.org/


·Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Project

¹ Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard

·Elder Economic Security Initiative

¹Elder Economic Security Standard Index

AN INTERGENERATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 

Combining policy action research, coalition building, education,

advocacy and media outreach for change!

Offering Solutions



Promoting Elder Economic Security

¢ƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜϰ

ÅMulti-Year Project

ÅPractical and Quantifiable Framework and Tools

ÅPublic Dialogue 

ÅParadigm Shift

ÅPolicy and Program Change

ÅDevelopment and Evaluation

YOU!



Promoting Elder Economic Security

¢ƘŜ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ DƻŀƭǎΥ

·To change the public dialogue from one of elder poverty to one 

of economic security

·To impact the development and evaluation of policies and 

programs

·To guide the decisions of elders and their families

·Ultimately, to ensure economic security for elders so that all 

may age in place with dignity.



Promoting Elder Economic Security

BLUE:  State Partners in the Elder Economic Security Initiative



WHAT is the Elder Index?

ÅMethodology developed in 

partnership with the 

Gerontology Institute at 

the University of 

Massachusetts-Boston and 

a national advisory board of 

experts.

The Elder Index (65+)

A new measure to illustrate the 
amount of income required to 

meet basic needs without 
public, private or informal 

assistance.



WHY the Elder Index?

ÅAging of the population will strain 

current support mechanisms. 

ÅMore realistic tools are needed to 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

needs.



A Benchmark for Economic Security

The Elder Index allows us to:

·Quantify elder economic security

·{Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ

·Measure the gaps between income and meeting 

minimal basic needs

·Evaluate the ability of income support programs to 

move individuals towards economic security

·And, much more!



Elder Index Findings for Michigan

·Michigan Statewide Elder Index



Elder Index Findings for Michigan

·Alpena County Elder Index



Elder Index Findings for Michigan

FINDING: Social Security payments 

alone fail to  provide economic 

security. Furthermore, even those 

with retirement incomes that include 

individual retirement accounts, 

private savings and pensions may fall

short of economic security.  



Elder Index Findings for Michigan

More than one in four Michigan elders 

rely entirely on Social Security alone.



Coming Up Short: Typical Forms of Retirement Income


