On the Web at: www.whig.com

THE QUINCY HERALD-WHI

QA Vol. 167, No. 342

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2001

Quincy, lllinois

G]
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When pay
won'’t
cover all
the bills

Survey looks at
poverty level,
self-sufficiency

By Kevin Woodward

Feeraic bR Stan Wer

Hardly a month passes rthac
Lon doesn’t have to juggle which
bills to pav that month and how
much food to buy for her and her
owo children.

1t the srate’s child support cen-
ter delays sending a child support
check, the month gets more pre-
carious.

Lori, which 1sn't her real name,
is like many parents in the region.
She’s gor a steady job as a child
care provider that she’s had tor 1
few vears. She's a reliable worker
and enjovs her job,

Bur, her pay of S6.50 an hour
— 513,520 a year — isn't enough
to cover the costs of housing,
food, child care, health care and
rransportanon.

In fact, according to a recent
studv that measured whar it
would take for families to be self-
sufficient in Adams Counry, Lon
would have to eam 511.49 an
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hour, or 524,277 annually.

By comparison, the median
wage for a child care provider in
llinois is §7.34 an hour. That
means of all the people in that
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Women Emploved, an advoca-
cy group based in Chicago,
released the study. It was funded
by the [llinois Department of
Emplovment Security and written
by Diana Pearce of the University
of Washington as part of the
narional Family Economic Self-
Sufficiency Project.

The studv’s purpose 15 to influ-
ence public policy and ger deci-
sion makers to reconsider whar it
rakes to raise a family.

“People mistakenly believe the
poverty level is where a person
reaches self sufficiency,” said
Jenny Wirmer, senior policy asso-
ciate at Women Emploved.

“We produced this report as a
twol to help direct public policy
and to help individual programs
know where they can best direct
their efforts and help individuals
know whar they need to earn and
become self sufficient.”

The results are gender neutral,
Wirtner said. It doesn't consider
education level or occuparion.

No provision is made for major
purchases such as cars and appli-
ances. It doesn't include money
tor entertainment or dining out.

Transportation use assumes a
car 15 used to commute o work
five days a week with one trip for

shopping per week. It does not
figure in a car pavment.

Wirtner said families who see
the dara and realize they're not at
the self sufficiency level, shouldn't
become discouraged.

“There are two ways 1o con-
structively look ac this,” Wirmer
said. One is to ensurc the family 15
gertng all the subsidies available
to them. *Those can be very help-
ful and make up the gap.”

Secondly, it should spur people
to consider acquiring new skills.

Connie Langan, community
services director for the Two
Rivers Council of Public Officials,
said the challenge is a family may
statistically not fall under the
poverty level, vet there is not
enough income to house, feed and
clothe the family.

Two Rivers admunisters hous-
ing and family support services
such as energy assistance and rent
assistance.

“We need something better
than the federal poverry level,”
Langan said. She said that num-
ber was “insane.”

“A lot of people come to us,
bur we can’t help them™ because
their incomes are above the pover-
ty level. Langan said.

Source: Women Emploved 1001

Many people with low incomes
often find themselves in a Catch-
22 siwation. The only housing
thev can afford is substandard
and ends up less energy efficient,
which makes for large utilicy bills,
Langan said.

When Lori looked for housing,
she knew her rent would be more
because she couldnt raise her chil-
dren in subpar housing. She found
a house for 5400 a month In a
good neighborhood.

Sull, Lori qualified for energy

assistance this vear and was grare-
ful for ic. The credit has already
shown up on her AmerenCIPS bill,

The dara from the study will
likely be incorporated into grant
requests Two Rivers makes, Lan-
gan said.

For Jacqui Bevelheimer, former
executive director of the YWCA
and current chairwoman of the
Quincy Human Rights Commis-
sion, the study ponts out how
families have changed since the
poverry guidelines were derer-
mined in the 1960s.

“Day care and afrer-school
issues have become verv large,”
Bevelheimer said. “This data
looks more comprehensive and
fair. It seems like such an easy
thing to take a look ar whar it
actually costs to pay tor housing,
tood and clothing and pur those
numbers rogether that’s reason-
able for self-sutficiency.”

“The Self-Sufficiency Standard
tells us manv working families
can't cover their basic expenses.
Costs are simply higher than whar
thev earn, and no amount of good
budgering will change that,” said
Anne Ladky, execurive director of
Women Emploved.

On the Web: www.womenem-
ployed.org; www.ilworkinfo.com



