Wider Opportunities for Women (WOW) works
nationally and in its home community of Wash-
ington, DC, to build pathways to economic inde-
pendence for America's families, women and
girls. WOW'’s Elder Economic Security Initiative™
seeks to build economic security for older
adults. A key component of the Initiative is the
Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index, a
measure of income adequacy for older adults.
To find out more, visit: www.wowonline.org/
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
SOCIAL SECURITY!

75 YEARS AND COUNTING...
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Dear Member of Congress,

In honor of Social Security’s 75th birthday, | ask you to keep
the promise of Social Security. Protect Social Security from
benefits cuts and strengthen the program for today and for
future generations.

Without Social Security, half of all seniors would live in
poverty. Yet, Social Security alone is not enough to reach
economic security. According to 2010 national averages of the
Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index, a senior renter
requires nearly $20,326 annually to make ends meet in
retirement. Average annual Social Security income provides an
older woman renter with only 62 percent of the income
required to achieve economic security, compared to 82
percent for an older man. Social Security, though never meant
to be the sole source of income for elders in retirement,
provides a critical base of income support for 37.8 million older
Americans.

On Social Security’s 75™ birthday, let’s build on Social
Security’s successes by strengthening it for the next 75 years
and beyond to assist more seniors in reaching economic
security.

Sincerely,
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