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Strengthening Social Security for the Next 75 Years
Make It Your Own! Blog Sample
This sample blog is designed to be customized. Feel free to choose from the following paragraphs or add your own to personalize it. 
Title: Let’s Celebrate by Strengthening Social Security 
[Make it your own! Write your own catchy title] 
As Social Security celebrates its 75th birthday this week, this successful social program is being attacked as part of the federal deficit problem. However, Social Security has not contributed one penny to the nation’s debt and the program is far from bankrupt – in fact, it is running a $2.6 trillion surplus. Nonetheless, the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, created to determine ways to fix the deficit, is considering cuts to Social Security. While the government should rein in out of control spending, reducing Social Security benefits is not the answer. 
[Make it your own! Tell the Fiscal Commission what you think about making Social Security part of the conversation about our nation’s fiscal woes]
According to the Elder Economic Security Standard Index (Elder Index), a measure of income adequacy for elders age 65 and over developed by Wider Opportunities for Women and the Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston, a single elder renter needs about $20,000 to make ends meet each year. According to the Social Security Administration, the average Social Security benefit is less than $14,000 per year. Social Security alone is not enough for an elder to get by, but it does provide a solid source of economic support.
[Make it your own! Write about what it costs to meet basic needs in your community]  
Nationwide over 30% of older Americans live on Social Security for more than 90% of their income. Although it was never meant to serve as the sole source of income, elders rely on it to make ends meet. Older women depend even more on Social Security and, on average, receive smaller benefits. 
[Make it your own! Add in a paragraph about what Social Security means to you or your family]
Social Security has helped millions of elders stay out of poverty. Without Social Security, almost half of our nation’s seniors would live below the federal poverty level. Seventy-five percent of Americans say it is critical to preserve Social Security – even if it means paying higher taxes. So, instead of considering cuts to Social Security, we must look at ways to maintain and strengthen the program for the next 75 years and beyond. 
[Make it your own! Tell the Administration, Congress and the Fiscal Commission about your support for Social Security]
