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Wider Opportunities for Women

www.WOWonline.org

·WOW is a national advocacy organization 

celebrating over 40 years of helping women 

and their families achieve economic 

independence and equality of opportunity.

·²h²Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

mission of economic independence for 

women and their families is met through the 

work of its national and local programs.

http://www.wowonline.org/


Promoting Elder Economic Security

Elder Economic Security Initiative

ÅMulti-Year Project

ÅConceptual Framework and Tools

ÅPublic Dialogue and Paradigm Shift

ÅBridge the Generations

ÅPolicy and Program Change

ÅDevelopment and Evaluation



Promoting Elder Economic Security

BLUE:  State Partners in the Elder Economic Security Initiative



Translating Research to Action ςthe Elder Index

ÅMethodology developed in 

partnership with the 

Gerontology Institute at 

the University of 

Massachusetts-Boston and 

a national advisory board of 

experts.

The Elder Index (65+)

A new measure to illustrate the 
amount of income required to 

meet basic needs without 
public, private or informal 

assistance.



Translating Research to Action ςthe Elder Index

ÅAging of the population will strain 

current support mechanisms. 

ÅMore realistic tools are needed to 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

well-being.

ÅOutdated Federal Poverty Level (FPL) 

measures deprivation as opposed to 

economic security.



Translating Research to Action ςthe Elder Index

FPL

ÅBased on food costs and 
assumes 1/3 of budget

ÅDoes not incorporate 
health care costs

ÅAssumes costs are the 
same no matter where 
you live

Elder Index (65+)

ÅBased on costs of all 
basic needs

ÅVaries costs by life 
circumstance

ÅTabulated on county-
by-county basis
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Social Security payments 

alone fail to  provide economic 

security. Furthermore, even those 

with retirement incomes that include 

individual retirement accounts, 

private savings and pensions may fall

short of economic security.  
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Unless aided by the CoLTSLTC Program, only New Mexico elders with 

ample assets and disability or long-term care insurance are unable to 

avoid institutionalization  when they suffer catastrophic or chronic 

bad health. 



Tracking Our Successes and Strategies

Forging Policy and Program Change

×CAPACITY BUILDING

×DIRECT SERVICE

×POLICY

×OUTREACH

×ADVOCACY

×RESEARCH




